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Foreward

TheNatior el Croricuhom Frerneaork (NIC) 2005, eoormmmier eds (atchilcror fs Bt
schoolrrnasthelivked o thar hleouiside the school. Thisprinciplemarks adopartine
fror the legacy ofbookish learming shich cortitnaes o shape oar systernand
causesa gap between theschool, hame and comumunity. Thesyllala and textboclks
developed on the basis of NCEF signity an atternpt to unplement thisbasicidea.
They also attempt to discourage rote learning and the mainteriance of sharp
boundaries between clitferent subject areas, We hope these measireswill talkke us
significantly i nther in the divecion ot achild-centred systerm of echucation ourdined
it the Natioral Policy on Tehacation { 1986).

Thesuceeess of this ellort.depenids on the steps thal school privicipals and
icachors will ke o encomasge childven o relleeton their own learingand Lo
pursLcimaginative activitics and gquestions. Wemnustrocogrise 1hal, givenispeoe,
lirneand reedorn, chitldren generate niew krowledge by engaging with the
information passed o to them by aclults, Treating the prescibed texthbook as the
sols basis of examination is one of the ley reasonswhy other resources and sites
oflearningare ignored, Inculeating f:re.eﬂmtvcmd initiative is possible fwe percete
and treat childrenas participants in learning, not as receivers of a fixed body of
lowsadedlge,

These aims imply considerable change inschool routines and maode of
Manctioring. Flexibility in the daily time-lables is as niccessary | rigourin
implemontingthearrnaal calendarsothal the roquircd rnrnber oficaching days e
actally devoiod (nteaching, Themeethods vsod oricaching ard evahaaiion will
also determine how eflective this texthook proves for making children’s lifeal
schioola bappy exporiconee, rathor thana sowrte ol stress or problern, Syllabus
designers have tried to addressthe problem of crutic dar burden by restricturing
and recrienting knowledge at different stages with greater consideration for child
psvchologyand the ime available for teaching, The tesdhook attemppts to enhance
thisendeavour by pivinghigher priority and space to opportuunites for cortenpladon
and wondering, discussion insimall groups, and activities requiring hands-on
CHPTICT K

The National Council ol Tdueational Rescarch and Traiving (NCERT)
Apprecales the hardwork donchy iheilesthook developrment conmmitecrespornsible
oo this texthbook, Wossdsh 1o theank the Chairporson olihe advisony group inSocial
Scicrwees, Prolitssor T lan Vasudoevan, arnd the Chief Advisor [or this 1exibook,
I'votessor Tapas Majuundar, for guiding thework of this committee, Several teachers
contributed tothe development of this testbools we are gratetul to their principals
tor making this possible, We are inclebted to the institutions and organisations
which hase generously permitted us to drawupon their resources, material and
personnel. We are especially gratetul to the members of the National Monitoring
Cornrnillee, appoiried by the Dopartnent ol'Seoordany and Tligher Tdoacation,
Mlirtistry olT harnan Resouree Doveloprnerionderthe ChiimpersonshipolProfossor
IIrivizal Mhird s Profsssor G Deshiparde, forthoirvahrable ooeand conitril aation.,
Asan orgarisation cornrmitlod (o systernicrelnoand confirmo s innprovernet i
the quelity olits products, NCRRT woelcormes commmenis and siggestions which
will enalle us to Lnclertake fLrther revision and refinemernt.

Director
Neww Diellat National Councll of Educational
16 Februany Z007 Researchand Training
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