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FOREWORD

The Neationa! Curricufum Frameworic ([NCFI, 2005, recommends that
children’s life at school must be linked to their lite outside the school.
Thiis principle marks @ deparlure lrom the legacy ol bookish learndng
which continmes 1o shape our syslem and causces a gap belween the
school, home and communtty. The syllabil and texthooks developed on
Lhe: hasis ol NCI® signily an atlempt w itnplernenl this basic ideq. They
also alleinpt o discourage role learning and e mainterance of slhiarp
houndaries hetween different subject areas. We hope these measures
will take us significantly further in the direction of a chtld-centred system
ol educalion oulined in the National Policy on Educalion (1956

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school
principals and teachers will take to encourage children to reflect on
Lheir own learning and Lo pursue irnaginative activities and questions.
Wo sl recognisce thal, given space, Ume and [reedorm, children
generate new knowledge hy engaging with the information passed on
Lo thiem by adulls. Trealing the prescribed lextbook as thie sole basis
ol cxarmninalion is once of the key reasons why ollier resources and siles
of learning are ignored. Inculcating creativity and inttiative is posstble
il we perocive and lreal children as parlicipants in learning, nol as
receivers ol o lixed body of knowledge.

These aims Imply considerable change in school rontines and mode
of functioning. Flexthility in the dailly time-table 15 as necessary as
rigour in implementing the annual calendar so thatl (e required
number of teaching days are actually devoted to teaching. The methods
used for teaching and evaluation will also determine how effective this
Lexthook proves [or tnaking children’s e al scliool o happy experience,
rathicr than o source ol siress or boredorn, Syllabus designers Liave
tried to address the problem of curricular burden by restructuring
and reorienting knowledge at dillerent stages with greater consideration
lor child psychology and tlice tme available lor teachiing, The textbook
attempts to enhance this endeavour by giving higher priority and space
to opportunities for contemplation and wondering, discussion in small
groups, @wid aclivities requiring hands-on expericnoece.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
apprectates the hard work done by the texthook development commitice
responsible lor this book, We wish (o thank lhe Chairperson ol the
advisory group in Soctal Sclences, Professor Hart Vasudevan, andd the
( hief Advisor for this book, Professor Neeladri Bhattacharva, Centre for
istorical Studics, Jawaliarlal Neliru Universily, New Delli lor guiding
lthie work ol this commnitlee. Scyveral teachers contributed Lo the
development of this texthook; we are grateful to their principals for
making this possible, Woe are indebled Lo e inslilulions and
organisalions which have generously pernilied us o draw upon their



resources, material and personnel. We are espectally gratetul to
the meinbers ol e National Mondloring Cornnillee, appointed by
the Department. of Secondary and Higher Eduacation, Mintstry of
Human Resource Development under the Chairpersonship of
Prolessor Mritial Miri and Prolessor G Deshipande, [or their valuadble
tme and contribution. As an organisation commnitled 1o sysienie
reform and continuous timprovernent in the quality of its produacts,
NCERT welcornes conments and suggestions which will cniable us
Lo underiake lurther revision and relincinenl.

Director
Nexw [Delhi National Connell of Educational
20 November 2006 Research and Traindrys



DEFINING THE FOCUS OF STUDY

What defines the focus of this book? What does it seek to do? How
is it linked Lo what has been sludied in carlier classes?

In Classes VI to VII we looked at Indian history from early
beginnings to modern times, with a focus on one chronological
period in cachy year, Thert in ie books lor Classes IX and X, the
Irarnie of relerence chianged. We looked al & shorler period ol time,
focusing specifically on a close study of the contemporary world.
We rnoved beyond Lerrilorial boundaries, beyond Ui Lmils ol nalion
steles, o see how dillerent people in dillerent places have played
their part in the making of the modern world. The history of India
becanie conneeted o a wider inler-linked history. Subscquernlly in
Class XTI we swadiced Themes in World Hislory, cxpanding our
chronological focus, looking at the vast span of vears from the
heginning of human life to the present, but selecting only a set of
Lthemes lor serious exploration. This year we will study Themes in
Indiait History.

The bonk hedins with Harappa and ends with the framing of the
[ndian Constilulion. What it ollers is nol a general survey ol Ove
millennda, bul a close sludy ol sclect thernes, The hislory books in
earlier vears have already acquainted vou with Indian history. 1t is
Limme we explored some thernes in grealer detail.

Iry choosing the themes we have ried o ensare thal we learn
ahout developments in different spheres — economic, cultural, soctal,
political. and religlous — even as we attempt to break the houndaries
betweenn thenn Some themnes in the book will introduce you Lo the
politics of the times and the nature of authortty and power; others
explore the way socteties are organised, and the way they function
and chisnge; slill othiers 1ell us aboul religious lile and ritual
practices, about the working of economies, and the changes within
riral and urban societies.

Each ol iese ernes will also allow you Lo lave g closcer look al
Lhe historians' crall. To relricve the pasl, hislorians have 1o lind
sourees that make the past accessible. Butsourees o not just reveal
Lhe past: historians have o grapple with sources, inlerpret thern,
and make them speak. This is what makes history cxciling. The
same sources can tell us new things if we ask new questions, and
engage with them tn new wavs. 5o we heed to see how histortans
reqd sources, and how thiey discover new hiings in old sources.

But historians do not only re-examine old recards. They discover
new ones. Sometimes these could be chance discoveries.
Archacologists may uncxpectedly comne across scals :anid mounds
Lhal provide clues Lo e existenioe ol a site ol an ancient civilisalion.
Rummaging through the dusty records of a district collectorate a



histortan may trip over a bundle of records that contain legal
ases ol local dispules, and these may open up a new world ol village

life several centuries hback. Yet are such discoveries only aceidents?
You may bump info a bundle of old records in an archive, open it
up and sce il, withoul discovering the signilicance ol the source.
The source mey mean nolhing to you unless you have relevant
guestions in mind. You have to track the source, read the text, follow
the clues, and ke Uie inler-conncections belore you can reconsiruct
the past. The pliysical discovery ol a record does nol sitnply opernn
up the past. When Alexander Cunningham first saw a Harappan
geal, he could make no sense of it Only much later was the
sigiilicance of the scals discovered.

In fact when historians begin to ask new questions, explore new
themes, they have to often search for new types of sources. If we
wish Lo know aboul revolulionaries and rebels, ollicial sources can
reveal only a partial picture, one that will he shaped by official
censure and prejudice. We need to look for other sources — diaries
ol rebels, their personal letlers, thelr wrilings and pronouncenicnis.
And thesce are nol always casy Lo cormne by, Ihwe hhave lo understand
experiences of people who sutfered the trauma of partitton, then
or:l sources mightl reveal more than wrillen sources.,

As e vision ol hislory broadens, historians begin tracking new
sources, searching for new clues to understand the past. Andwhen
that happens, the conception of what constitutes a source itself
changes. There was 2 Ume when only wrilten records were
acknowledged as authentic. What was written could be verified,
cited, and cross-checked. Oral evidence was never considered avaltd
source: who wels 1o guaranice its autlhicntcity and veriliabilily? Tliis
unstrusl of oral sources has nol yel disappeared, bul oral evidence
has heen innovatively nsed to uncover experiences that no other
record could reveal,

Throwgh the bool Uiis year, you will enter the world of historians,
accompany them tn their search for new clues, and see how they

arry o Leir dialogues withy the past, You will wilness e weay ey
lease oul meaning oul ol records, read inscriplions, cxcavale
archaenlogieal sites, make sense of beads and bones. interpret the
epies, look at the stupas and hutldings, examine paintings and
photographs, mterpret police reports and revenae records, and lisien
tn the voices of the past. Each theme will explore the peculiarities
and possihilities of one particular type of source. It will discuss what
a source can lell and what it canmol.

This is DPart I, of Themes in Indian Hisfory. Part I will lollow,

NEELADRI BHATTACHARYA
Chief Advisor, TTistory
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