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FOREWORD

The Nalional Ciariculum Framewaork (NCT), 20005, recornniends thal
children's life at school must be linked to thetr life outstde the school.
This principle marks a departure from the legacy of bookish learning
which continues 1o shape our syslein and causcs @ gap belweenl
the school, home and community. The syllabt and textbooks
developed on the basis of NCEF signtfy an attempt to implement this
basic idea. They dalso allemnpl Lo discourage rote learriing and the
mainienance of sharp boundarics belween dillerent subyjecl arcas.
We hope these measures will take us significantly further tn the
dircelion ol a child-cenlred sysileimn ol cducalion oullined in the
Nalional Policy on Educalion (1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school
principals and teachers will take to encourage children to reflect
on Uheir own learning and Lo pursuce hnaginalive activilics and
questions. We must recognise that, gdiven space, time and freecdom,
children generate new knowledge by engaging with the information
passed on Lo themn by adults, Treating the prescribed texibook as
Lhe sole hasis ol exarndnalion is once ol the key reasons wlhiy othicr
resources and sites of learning are ignored. Inculeating creativity
and iniliative is possible il we perceive and lreal children
as parlicipanls in learning, nol as receivers ol o lixed body
of knowledge.

These aimns imply considerable cliange in school routines and
mode of [unclioning. Tlexdbilily in the daily lUme-table is as
necessary as rigour in implementing the annual calendar so that
the required number of teaching days are actually devaoted to
Leaching, The methods used lor Weaching and evalualion will also
determine how effective this texthook proves for making children’s
life at school a happy experience, rather than a source of stress or
boredomnn. Syllabus designiers have ried to address Uie problemn ol
curricular burden by restrucluring and reorienting knowledge al
different stages with greater constderation for child psvchology and
Lhe time available lor leacliing. The texibook atlempls W enhance
Lhis crideavour by giving higher priorily and space W opporlartitics
for contemplation and wondering, discussion in small groups, and
activitics requiring hands-on cxpericnec,

Tl Nalional Council of Educalional RKescarch and Training
(NCERT) appreciates the hard work done hy the textbook
development committee responsible for this hook. We wish to
lhank the Chairperson ol Lthe advisory group in Social Scicrcees,
Professor Harl Vasudevan, and the Chief Advisor for this hook,
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Professor Neeladrt Bhattacharya, Centre for Historical Studies,
Jawahiarlal Nehrma University, New Delhi lor guiding the work of
this committee. Several teachers contributed to the development of
this texthonk; we are grateful to thelr principals for making this
possible, We are indebled Lo tie institutions and organisations which
have generously permnitied us o draw upon Uieir resources, 1aterial
and personnel. We are especially grateful to the members of the
National Monitoring Cormnmniilee, appoiriled by Uie Departnent of
Sceondary and ITigher Bducalion, Ministry of ITuman Resource
Development under the Chairpersonship of Professor Mrinal Mirt and
Professor (3P, Deshpande, for their valuable time and contribution.
As an organdsation commilted Lo sysionic relorm and conlinmous
improvermnent in the quality of 1ts products, NCERT welcomes
comments and suggestions which will enable us to undertake further
revision and reflinernenl.

Director
New Delhi National Connceil of Educational
20 November 2008 Research and Training



DEFINING THE FOCUS OF STUDY

Whal delines tic locus of Uhis book? Whal docs il seck 1o do? Tow
i3 1t Inked towhat has been studied 10 earlier classes?

It Classes VI Lo VI we looked at Indian history [romn carly
beginnings (o modern Umes, wilth a [ocus o one chironological
pertod in each vear. Then In the hooks for Classes IX and X, the
frame of reference changed. We looked at a shorter period of time,
locusing specilically on a close study ol the contemnporary world.
We moved beyond territortal boundaries, bevond the imits of nation
states, to see how different people in different places have played
Lheir part in e making of the mnodern world. The history ol India
hecame connected toa wider inter-linked history. Subsequently in
Class XI we studied Themes in World History. expanding our
chronological lTocus, looking al the vast span ol years [romm the
beginning ol hnnnan lile o the present, bul sclecting only @ sct ol
themes for serious exploration. This yvear we will study Themes in
Indian Hisiory.

The book begins with [Tarappa and cends will the [raming of the
Incian Constitution. What it offers 15 not a general survey of fhve
millennia. but a close study of select themes. The history hooks tn
arlicr years have already acquainted you wilh Indian history. IUis
time we explored some themes in greater detail,

In choosing the themes we have tried fto ensure that we learn
aboul developinents in dillerent spheres — ceororice, cultural, social,
palitical, and religions — cven as we atlemnpl w break e boundaries
hetween them. Some themes tn the hook will introduce you to the
politics ol e tmes and the nalure of aulhorily and power; othiers
cxplore the way sociclics arce organiscd, and e way they unciion
and change; still others tell us abont religious life and ritual
praclices, aboul the worldng of ceonornics, and the chianges within
rural and urbwn sociclics.

Each of these themes will also allow vou to have a closer look at
the historians’ craft. To retrieve the past, histortans have to find
sources that make the past accessible, But sources do not jusl reveal
the past; histortans have to grapple with sources, interpret them,
and make them speak. This s what makes history exctiting. The
sarne sources el lell us new things i we ask new queslions, and
cngage with thern in new wiys. So we need Lo see how historians
read sources, and how they discover new things in old sources.

Bul historians do ot only re-examnine old records, They discover
riew ores. Sormclimes these could be chianee discoverics.
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Archaeologists may unexpectedly come across seals and mounds
thal provide clues to the exislencee ol g sile ol an ancienl civilisation.
Rummaging through the dusty records of a district collactorate a
histortan may trip over a hundle of records that contain legal cases
ol local dispules, and these may open up s new world ol village lile
severdl cenluries back. Yel are such discoveries only accidents? You
may hump inte a hundle of old records in an archive, open it up
and sce il, withioul discovering e signilicance ol the source. Thie
SOUTCC TR 1I1CaTL othingt Lo you unless you lave relevanl questions
in mtnd. You have to track the source. read the text, follow the clues,
and make the inter-connections hefore vou can reconstriet the past,
The physical discovery ol & record does not simply opern ap e
past. When Alexander Cunningham first saw a Harappan seal, he
could make no sense of it Only much later was the significance of
the seals discovered.

In fact when histortans hegin to ask new questions, explore new
themes, they have to often search for new types of sources. If we
wish Lo know aboul revolulionarics and rebels, ollicial sources can
revesl only a parlial piclure, once thal will be shaped by ollicial
censure and prejudice. We need to look for other sources — diaries
ol rebels, their personal letlers, thelr wrilings and pronounceenicnis.,
And these are nol always casy Lo comne by, [I'we have o understand
experiences of people who sutfered the trauma of partition, then
oral sources might reveal more than written sources.

As e vision ol hislory broadens, historians begin tracking new
sources, searching for new clues to understand the past. Andwhen
that happens. the conception of what constitutes a source itself
changes. Thicre wuas o Ume when only wrillen records were
acknowledged as aulhentic. Whal was writlen could be verilied,
citec. and cross-checked. Oral evidence was never considered avalid
source: whio wis Lo guarantec its anthienticity and veriliabilily? Tlis
uistrusl of oral sources has nol yel disappearcd, bul oral evidence
has heen innovatively used to uncover experiences that no other
record could reveal.

Through the boolc Uiis year, you will eniter the world of listorians,
accompany them tn their search for new clues, and see how they
carry o their dialogues with the past. You will witness the way they
lease oul meaning oul ol records, read inscriplions, exenvale
archaenlogical sites, make sense of beads and bones, Interpret the
epies, look at the stupas and hulldings. examine paintings and
photographs, interpret police reports and revenae records, and listen
Lo the voices ol the past, Each theme will explore Uie peculiaritics
and possihilities of one particular type of source. It will discuss what
a source can lell and what it canmol.

This is U1e lasl parl of Themes in Indian History.

NEELANRI BHATTACHARYA
Chief Advisor, TTistory
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(Then came the cotton boom)
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