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Foreword

The National Currienlam Framework (NCTY, 2005, recommmmends that children’s life al
school must be linked (o their lile ontside the school. This principle inarks 4 departare
[rorn the legacy ol bhookish learning which contimmies Lo shape onr system and causes
a gap between the school, home and community. The syllabi and textbooks developed
on the basis of NCF signify an attempt to implement this basic idea. They also attempt
10 discourage rote learning and the maintenance of sharp boundaries betweer different
subjeclarcas. We hope these measures will Gake us signilicanty Anhier in the direction
ol a child-centred system ol cducation ontlined in the National Policy on Education
(1986).

The success of this eftort depends on the steps that school principals and teachers
will take to encourage children to reflect on their own learning and to pursue
imaginative activities and questions, We must recognise that given space, time and
[reedorn, children generate new knowledge by engaging with the information passed
o1 o them by adulis, Treating the preseribed texthook as the sole basis of examinalion
is one ol the key reasons why other resources and siles ol learning are ignored.
Inculcating creativity and initiative is possible it we perceive and treat children as
participants in learning, not as receivers of a fixed body of knowledge.

Thoese aims imply considerable change in school routines and mode ol hinctioning.
TFlexibility in the daily tmciable is as necessary as rigour in imnplermenting (he anmal
calendar so that the reguired nmamber ol teaching days is actually devoled Lo teaching.
The methods used for teaching and evaluation will also determine how effective this
texthook proves for making children's lite at school a happy experience, rather thana
source of stress or boredom. Syllabus designers have tried to address the problem of
currictlar buarden by restracturing and reorienting knowledge at dilTorenit stages with
groaler consideraiion for child psychology and the titne available Tor waching. The
lextbook allempls Lo erthance this endeavour by giving higher priorily and space Lo
opportunities for contemplation and wondering, discussion in small groups, and
activities requiring hands-on experience,

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) appreciates
the hard work done by the lexibook development commitlec responsible for this hook.
Woe wish 1o thank the Chatrpersorn ol the advisory group in Social Scicenees, Prolessor
ITari Vasudevarn, the Chicl Advisors, Prolessor Yogendra Yaday and Prolessor Suhias
Palshikar and the Advisor, 'rofessor Kanti Bajpai tor guiding the work ot this committee,
Several teachers contributed to the development of this texthook; we are gratetul to
their principals for making this possible. We are indebted to the institutions and
organisalions which have gencrously permiiled us (o draw aporn their resources,
malerial and personnel. We are especially gratelal o the members of the National
Monitoring Commillee, appoinied by the Department of Sceondary and Tligher
Edueation, Ministry of Huuman Resources Development under the Chairpersonship of
Protessor Mrinal Miri and DProtessor G.1° Deshpande, for their valuable time and
contribution. As an organisation committed to systemic reform and continuous
itnprovernentin the queality olits products, NCERT welcormnes cornments and suggeslions
which will eriable us 1o underiake fariher revision and refinernent.

Director
New Delhi National Council of Educational
20 November 2006 Research and Training
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Preface

Confernporary World Polifics is part of the NCER1"s etfort to help students understand
politics. Other hooks lor stadents ol Political Science in Classes XT and XIT deal with
various [acels of polilics — the Indian Consiilution, politics in India, and political
theory, Contemporary World Polifics enlarges the scope of politics to the world stage.

The new Political Science syllabus has finally given space to world politics. This is
avital developnient. As India becomes more pronlinent in infternational pelitics and as
evenils onlside the counidry influence our lives and choices, we need o know more
aboul the world ouiside. ITnternatiorsl allfairs are discussed wilh greal passion in
India, but not always with sufficient understanding, We tend to rely on the daily
newspaper, television, and casual conversation for cur knowledge of how the world
works. We hope this book will help students comnprehend what is happening oulside
and India’s relations with it

Betore we go any turther, it is necessary to say something about why the book is
titled world politics’ rather than the more traditional “international politics” or
‘infernational relations’, In thisworld, the relationship between governments of different
courtrics, or whal we call imemational polities orintemalional relations, is ol course
crucial. Tt addition, though, there are vital conmections belween governmerts,
non-governument institutions, and ordinary people. These are often referred to as
transnational relations. To understand the world, it is not possible any longer to
understand only the links belween governments, Teis necessary 10 nnderstand what
happens across boundaries also — and govermmoents arc nol the only agenis ol whal
happens.

I additien, world pelitics includes politics within other countries, understoed in
comparative perspective, For instance, the chapter on events in the "second world” of
the comnmunist couniries alier the Cold War deals with inderral developmments in this
region. The Soulh Asia chapler presenis the stale of denocracy amongst India’s
neighbours, This is the field of comparative politics,

The book is concerned with world pelitics as it is today, more or less, It does not
deal with world polities through the 18t or 20ih contarices. The polities ol those eras
is dealt with in the Thistory textbooks, We deal with the 200h contury only 1o the extent
that it is the background to present events and trends. For instance, we begin with
the Cold War because it is impossible to comprehend where we are today without an
understanding of what the Cold War was and how it endec,

TTow should you use this book? Our hope is that this book will serve as an
introduction o world politics. Teachers and stadents will vse the book as a springhboard
to tind out more about contemporary world politics, Each chapter will give you a certain
amount of information. It will alsc, though, give yvou some usetul concepts with which
1o understand the world: the Cold War:, ihe notion of hegemony; internalional
orgarisalions: nalional scourity and human scourily: cnvironmental scourily:
globalisation: and so or.

Each chapter begins with an overview to quickly give vou an idea of what to expect.
Each chapter also has maps, tables, graphics, boxes, cartoons, and other illustrations
Lo enliven your reading and 10 get you 10 rellect ot world politics by provokinig,
challenging, or amusing you. The characters — Unin ard Mo, inlroduced in carlier
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boocks, reappear. They ask their innocent, often mischievous, frequently probing
questions. The chapters have suggestions on group activity ("Let's Do It Together]—
collecting maierials logether, solving aniniernational problem, making you negotiaice
as il you were s diplomat. Then there arve the "plas hoxes” which provide inlormation
not so much for tests and examination questions but rather to fill out knowledge, to
summarise information that would burden the text, and, sometimes, to urge you to
think turther about the subject. The exercises at the end of each chapter should help
review malerials thal you have read and ake you beyond whal has heen said in the
chaploer

You will notice also that the book is tilled with maps. It is difficult if not impossible
to understand world politics without a sense of where various places are located, who
lives niext door Lo whorn, where boundarics, rivers, and other political and geographical
lealnres arc in relation to cach othor. We have, therelore, heen gquite liberal in providing
maps. These maps are to help orient vou, to visualise the political and geographical
spaces that vou read about. They are not intended to be things vou have to draw and
memorise for tests!

This brings us 1o a crucial point about how 1o use the book, We have made a
conscious cllort not o load you down with infomnation—with names, daies, cvenls.
We have tried to keep these to a minimum. The idea is not tor vou to become an expert
onworld politics but instead to begin to grapple with the complexity and urgency of
this niew world around us. Al the same tme, should you wish o know more aboni
world politics, you can consull the varions sources mentioned separately ander, 7
vou want to read more...",

If the hook succeeds in stimulating you, in making vou ask even more questions
than we have posed for you, and in making vou impatient with what vou have read
here, then we have succeedoed! We sincerely hope thal you will like this ook and fnd
il engaging and uschil.

We are gratetul to Professor Krishna Kumar, Director, NCERT, for his support and
guidance in the preparation of this book, He encouraged us in making this book as
sindeni-Mriendly as possible. TTe dlso paitiently wailted for the Gnal draf ol the book.

Contemporary World Politics would nol have heen possible withioni the valuable
time and academic expertise of the members of the Texthook Development Committee.
Each of the members gave us their precious time and set aside prior commitiments at
rarious junctures, Irofessor Sanjay Chaturvedi and Dr., Siddhavth Mallavarapu deserve
onur special thanks [or their help in selecting maps and in ediling the texi. Woe are
gralehal for the devotion and sincerity ol e M. V. 8.V, Prasad, the coordinator ol this
texttbook from the NCERT, as also Mr, Alex M., George and Mr. l'ankaj I'ushkar who
worked day and night to ensure the quality of the text. the authenticity of the cortents,
arnd above all, the readability ol this book. Ms. Padimavalhi worked onall the exercises.
The desigrner ol this book, Ms. Shweia Rao, gave the book the auractive look and leel
that it has. Without their unstinting and creative help, we could not have produced
the book in its present form.

Kanii Bajpai Yogerndra Yadav, Suhias Palshikar
Aduvisor Chief Advisors
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If You Want to Read More ...

Wheore can you read more on conlemnporary world politics? There are handreds of
thousands of sourees, bl here are a low suggestions. We locus here on English
language sources, These are by no means the only good sources, but they are easier
tor Indian students to access,

Wikdpedia (on the nici] ofien has inleresting enirics o many of the subjecis,
canntrics, people, and cvenils reforred Lo in the book. Encyclopacdias such as the
Encyclopaedio Brifannica ave rich sources of indormatiorn. There are many more advanced
introductory books onworld politics, Some usetul and fairly contemporary ones include
The Globalization of World Polifics: Ar Infroduction to Internafional Relations edited by
Johin Baylis, Steve Smilth and Patricisa Owens (Oxlord Tniversily Press, 2004), The
Global Future: A Drief Tntroduction to World Politics iy Charles W. Kegley and Gregory A,
Raymond (Wadsworth Publishing, 2007), United States and the Greaf Powers: World
Politics in the Twenty-First Cenfury by Barry Buzan ('olity Press, 2001), International
Relations by Joshua S, Goldstein and Jon C. Pevchouse [Longman, 2008) arnd World
Politics by Poeler Calvocoressi (Longman, 200 1.

Among the magazines you conuld read regularly are Frontline, India Teday, Outlook
and The Week, all Indian publications. Also in India, there are more academic journals
such as China Report, Economic and Polifical Weekly. Indic Infernational Centre Quartery.
India Quarterly. Infernational Studics, Seminar Seuth Asian Survey, Strategic Analysis
ard World Affairs. Ouiside Tndia, there are ahuge number ol journals but the most.
pepular include the following US and British jowrnals: Atlantic Monthdy, The Economist,
The National Inferest, Newwsiweek and Time, The American jowrnals, Foreign Affairs and
Foreign Policy will give vou an idea how leading US thinkers regard the world. Among
ithe academic journals, inmemationally, are Allernalives, Arms Conbrol Today, Asian
Secigty, Astan Survey, Bulletin of the Afomic Scienlists, China Quarierly, Comparalive
Politics. European Journal of Infernational Relations, Global Governcnce., Heroord
Infernational Review. India Review. Internafional Affairs, Internafional Journal.
miemnational Organization, ntermational Security, Milleninmium, Orbis, Pacific Aflairs, Reviey
of mternational Studies, Russian Review:, Survival, Securily MNalegue, Securily Studies,
Slavic Review, World Policy Journal, World Pelitics and YaleGlobal Online.

Of course, vou should get into the habit of reading the daily newspaper and keeping
up with what is going on in the world. The television news channels alse report regularly
ornworld evenis: do watch the world vunlold belore your eyoes!
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