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Unit 1

THE SEED OF TRUTH

7

Unit at a Glance
The Seed of Truth

Prose
The Seed of Truth (Indian folk tale retold by Sudha Murthy)
Poems
• Seeds
• Oats, Peas, Beans, and Barley

Learning Outcomes
By learning this unit, the learner will be able to:
• read and comprehend a story.
• use simple English for answering interaction questions.
• answer simple questions starting with words like 'who', 'what', 'where', etc.
• identify contracted forms of do not, did not, let us, etc.
• read and understand words like 'successor', 'disappointment', 'fond', 'distribute',

'tending', 'kingdom' etc. in meaningful contexts.
• read and appreciate a poem.
• identify rhyming words in a poem.
• develop discourses like conversation, thoughts, notice, etc.
• sequence the events of a story.
• complete the word ladder with familiar words.
• match pictures with action words by drawing lines.
• conduct simple project works.
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Look at this picture.

What kind of a place do you like - a place like this or a place full of trees?
What happened to the trees?
Who is responsible for this?
How can we make our earth more green?
Let’s begin by drawing branches, twigs and leaves.
Then colour the picture.
Now, read the story of a king who loved plants and trees.
9

The Worry

Vidyadhara was the king of Gandhara. He was a just and wise
king.
The king was fond of gardening. He spent a lot of time tending
his garden, planting the finest plants, fruit trees, vegetables and
crops.
His people were very happy. The king did not have children. As
the king grew older, everyone got more and more worried.
Who would take over the kingdom after him?
What was the hobby of the king?
‘The king did not have any children.’ What will happen to the kingdom?
How will the king find his successor?
10

A Proclamation

To find a successor, the king thought of an idea. He decided,
‘I will distribute some seeds to all the children in the
country. The child who grows the biggest, healthiest plant
will become the prince or the princess. They can take three
months for it.’
The king ordered his minister to give a proclamation.
Why did the king choose such a test to find his successor?
11

Seed of Hope

The next day, a long line of anxious parents and children
formed outside the palace.
Everyone was eager to get a seed and grow the best plant.
Pingala, a poor farmer’s son, was one among these children.
He too got a seed from the king and sowed it in a pot in his
garden. He took great care of the seed.
How many days will it take for a seed to sprout?
What care will you give to grow a seed into a plant?
12

KT 77-2/English-4 Vol-1

The Disappointment

Pingala watered and manured the seed.
But the seed did not sprout. Pingala changed the soil and
transferred the seed to another pot.
Weeks and months passed. One day Pingala went near the pot.
He knelt before it. ‘Dear seed, three months have passed. I
want to take you to the palace. Please sprout out by tomorrow.’
But nothing happened.
The next day he saw children walking to the palace, dressed in
their best clothes. They all held well-grown plants. Pingala
stood watching them sadly.
Will Pingala go to the palace?
What will be his thoughts?
13

To the Palace

Pingala’s father had observed his son working hard to make the
seed sprout.
He felt sorry for Pingala. ‘Why don’t you go to the king with the
empty pot?’ he asked. ‘At least he will know, you tried your best.’
So Pingala too put on his best clothes and started off to the
palace.
He joined the others outside the palace, holding the empty pot
in his hand.
The other children laughed at him, but Pingala ignored them.
What did Pingala’s father suggest to him?
Why did the other children laugh at him?
Will he go back home disappointed?
14

Lovely Flowers
The king arrived and looked at the plants.
Children gathered in the courtyard of the palace with
flowery pots. Red, blue, yellow.... The courtyard had turned
into a bouquet.
The king looked at the children. Their faces were shining
with hope.
‘Hah!’ the king sighed. He was not at all happy.

Why was the king unhappy?
What did he expect from the children?
15

Empty Pot
At the end of the line stood Pingala. When the king reached
him, he stopped.
‘Why did you come with an empty pot, my child?
Did your seed not grow into a plant?’

Will the king be angry with Pingala?
16

A Smile

Pingala held his head down and said, ‘Forgive me, Your
Highness. I tried my best to grow the seed. I gave the best
soil and manure to it. But the seed did not grow.’
A smile appeared on king’s face.
Why did Pingala hold his head down?
Why did the king smile?
17

The Prince
He hugged Pingala and announced,
‘Here is the crown prince! I had given everyone roasted
seeds, which would never grow. Only this boy is honest.
I am sure, one day, he will rule this kingdom justly.’

The king gave roasted seeds to the children. Yet they came up with
flowery plants. How did they grow the plants?
18

Have you ever sown a seed?
What things are needed for the growth of a seed?
Let’s read this poem.

Seeds
A little seed for me to sow
A little earth to make it grow
A little hole, a little pat,
A little wish, and that is that,
A little sun, a little shower
A little while and then a flower!

19

Recite the poem once again.
Identify the rhyming words in the poem.
Now, write them down.
___________________ ___________________
___________________ ___________________
___________________ ___________________

What are the things needed for a seed to grow?
Complete the word web. One is done for you.

sunlight

SEED

20

Read and enjoy the song.

Oats, Peas, Beans, and Barley
Chorus
Oats, peas, beans, and barley grow,
Oats, peas, beans, and barley grow,
Do you, I, or anyone know how
Oats, peas, beans, and barley grow?
First the farmer sows his seed,
Then he stands and takes his ease,
He stamps his feet,
And claps his hands,
And turns around to view his land.
Chorus
Walking with a partner,
Walking with a partner,
Make a ring, oh make a ring,
Oh, while we happily dance and sing.
Then the farmer waters the ground,
Watches the sunshine all around,
He stamps his feet,
And claps his hands,
And turns around to view his land.

Let’s choreograph the song.
21

Activity 1
‘The child who grows the biggest, healthiest plant will become the
prince or the princess.’
The king ordered his men to prepare a notice for this announcement.
Help them draft it.
NOTICE

Activity 2
... he saw children walking to the palace, dressed in their best clothes.
They all held well-grown plants. Pingala stood watching them sadly.
What will be the thoughts of Pingala? Write down his thoughts.
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Activity 3
Pingala’s father was standing in front of his house. He saw the king’s
messengers riding towards him. ‘My God! What happened to my son?’
he thought. One of the messengers said, ‘You are wanted in the palace.’
Complete the conversation between the messenger and Pingala’s father.
Messenger

: You are wanted in the palace.

Pingala’s father : ______________________________________
Messenger

: ______________________________________

Pingala’s father : ______________________________________
Messenger

: ______________________________________

Pingala’s father : ______________________________________
Messenger

: ______________________________________

Activity 4
You have come across the word ‘disappointment’ in the story.
How many words can you make using the letters in the word.
Make as many words and write them below.

Now, arrange the words in the alphabetical order.
23

Activity 5
The following are events taken from the story, ‘The Seed of Truth’.
They are in a jumbled order. Rearrange the events in the correct
order.
1. Pingala also got some seeds.
2. He was very old and had no children.
3. Pingala was unhappy but he went to the palace.
4. Vidhyadhara was the king of Gandhara.
5. Pingala sowed the seed but it didn’t sprout.
6. He decided to conduct a test for finding his successor.
7. Pingala became the prince.
8. The king said that he gave roasted seeds to everybody.
9. The king distributed seeds to the children.
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
24

Activity 6
Pingala sowed the seed in a pot in his garden.
Have you ever sown seeds?
What are the activities connected with cultivation?
Some activities related to cultivation are given below.
Match the pictures with the action by drawing lines.

sowing

planting

watering

manuring

reaping

digging
Now, arrange the activities in the proper order.
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
25

Activity 7
Look at the picture carefully.

Fill in the blanks selecting suitable words from the brackets below.
It is a _____________ garden. There are flowers _____________
different colours. Butterflies are _____________ around the flowers.
Pingala is _____________ the plants. There is a _____________ tree at
the corner of the garden. Two _____________ are sitting on the tree. A
cat is playing _____________ the tree. There is a squirrel on a
_____________ of the tree.
(branch, beautiful, watering, of, big, under, fluttering, birds)
26

Activity 8

What do you see in the picture?
What all things do you see in the shop?
Do you see a shopkeeper there?
Can you buy things without a shopkeeper? How?
Write a short description of the ‘Honesty Shop’.

27

PROJECT WORK
King Vidyadhara spent a lot of time tending his garden and planting
the finest flowering plants.
Which are the plants and trees seen in your surroundings?
Visit a garden near your home and fill the columns below, by writing
the names of the plants and trees you see there.

Fruit trees

Vegetables

Flowering plants Medicinal plants

Write three sentences about any one of the plants.

28

My Words

Complete the word ladder with the help of the clues given below.
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1. ————————- is the best policy.
2. I have a two ———————old sister.
3. —————————makes plants happy and healthy.
4. ————————————is the home of birds.
5. ———————————give us fruits and shade.
6. A ———————— is seen inside the fruit.

29

I can
Fill in the blanks with words from the story, ‘The Seed of Truth’ and
write them in the columns provided.
1. __________ is the king of Gandhara.
2. The king wanted to find a __________.
3. __________ is the poor farmer’s son.
4. The king distributed __________ to the children.
5. The king arrived to look at the __________.
6. The children put on their __________ clothes.
7. The king was happy to see the __________ pot.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Now, write the letters found in the circles together. You will get a quality
of Pingala.
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You may go through the details given below. This will help you
to handle the class in an effective manner. These are general
instructions. Detailed instructions for processing each text and
activity will be given in the Teacher Text.
How to process the text
You may introduce the stories given along each unit, initiating a
discussion by showing a picture, a video or a slide related to the
theme or asking the learners to do an interesting activity. You
may lead the discussion based on the themes of the stories like
value of truth, attitude towards agriculture, empathy with fellow
beings, helping mentality, love for animals and birds, need for
parental love and care, etc. The stories are sub-divided into smaller
units and separate titles are given. Moreover, on every page you
can see questions for interaction with the learners. These questions
serve certain purposes:
• To comprehend the reading text (e.g. What was the hobby of
the king?)
• To read the picture (e.g. What happened to the trees?)
• To lead them to an activity (e.g. What were Pingala's thoughts?)
• To connect the learner's own experience with events, persons,
places or objects described in the text (e.g. If you get a seed what
care will you give to grow it into a plant?)
• To help learners predict what is going to happen (e.g. Will he go
back home disappointed?)
Sometimes the learners may respond to the questions you pose
in English, in their mother tongue. Then you may megaphone
the answers and write them on the blackboard or a chart paper.
Care should be taken to write the letters legibly and neatly. You
may ask the learners to use words to form meaningful sentences.
Then, you may read aloud the text you have written with correct
pronunciation and intonation, pausing at meaningful chunks.
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•
•
•

How to interact with learners
Meaningful interaction with learners is the key to language
acquisition. You may resort to simple English for classroom
interactions by using expressions like:
• Why didn't you come yesterday?
• Why are you late?
• What is special about this day?
• Did you read the newspaper?
What are the main headlines?
Please show me your notebook.
How is the story?

The questions will be better understood by the learners if asked in
meaningful contexts. But you can also use the mother tongue to
give detailed instruction to do a task or play a game. Encourage
learners to talk about their habits, likes, dislikes, favourite people/
things/places, the stories they have read, the films they have seen
etc.
How to deal with language activities and theatre games
Simple theatre games and simple language activities are effective for
helping the learners acquire a second language. All the activities are
not intended to be attended at the end of the unit only. If you feel
that some of the activities can be done while processing the story,
you are free to do so. You may first present these activities as
individual tasks with general instructions. If necessary, you can assign
the task to pairs or groups. Working and playing together in small
groups will promote effective interaction, togetherness and team
spirit. Theatre games also trigger the learners' imagination and make
learning a pleasurable experience.
How to conduct learner assessment
Learner assessment is a continuous process and an integral part of
learning. You can assess your learners at each stage of the learning
32

process. Informal interactions, interactive questions, reading of
the text, discourse writing, language activities, choreography and
theatre games give you ample opportunities for assessing your
learners. Apart from these, there is a separate section in the
textbook titled ‘I can’ at the end of each unit. It is meant for
self-assessment of the learners. This will help the learner to
introspect and see whether he/she has obtained the learning
outcomes specified towards the beginning of each unit.
How to use information and communication technology
It is always a challenging task for a teacher to catch the attention
of very young learners. Learners are exposed to the world of
high quality digital audio-visual materials these days and
attempting to teach them using only ‘chalk and talk’ may not
turn out to be a fruitful exercise. So you must think about
bringing effective audio-visual materials to the classroom. The
internet is a rich source of such materials.
For example, the first unit ‘The Seed of Truth’ begins during
the World Environment Day celebrations. You can catch the
attention of learners by showing many posters available on
‘Google Images’ in order to introduce themes such as
conservation of environment and the importance of agriculture.
While they are at work, you can interact with them in simple
English.
Most of the songs/poems included in the textbook are also
available on 'YouTube'. The addresses of many such websites
and YouTube are given in the Teacher Text.
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Unit 2

PAPER B
OATS
BO

Unit at a Glance
Paper Boats
Prose
Paper Boats (Anil Ekbote)
Poem
Paper Boat (Rabindranath Tagore)

Learning Outcomes
By learning this unit, the learner will be able to:
• read and understand words like ‘pounce’, ‘horrible’, ‘pout’, ‘lump’, ‘naughty’,

‘splash’, etc.
• identify the theme of the poem and appreciate it.
• ask questions using expressions like ‘why should’.
• write the experience of a journey in simple English.
• write short descriptions about one’s own family.
• understand and respond to simple questions.
• undertake language projects actively.
• do activities in the textbook as instructed.
• express one’s thoughts and feelings in simple language.
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Colour the columns with capital letters in blue.
Colour the columns with small letters in brown.

What do you find here?
Let’s make a paper boat.
Do you like the boat?
Can you name the boat?
Say something about your boat.
Now, let's read the story of a paper boat.

36

Down the Stream

Anna gently walked towards the stream of muddy rain
water. She bent a little and launched a paper boat. It sailed
down the stream swiftly and proudly. She went on placing
a number of paper boats in the stream. She was delighted.
Suddenly, something horrible happened.

What could be the horrible thing?
37

An Angry Girl

A fat boy pounced on one of her boats and pulled it. He
turned the boat upside down.
Anna stared at the boy. He was fat and dirty. He did not
mind Anna's angry face. Anna ran home.

Why did the boy pounce on the boat?
What would Anna do now?
38

A Solution
Anna’s aunt Arundhati was sitting in an armchair. Anna’s face
was red with anger. She pouted her lips and said.
‘That naughty boy, he overturned my boat,’ she said.
‘Don't worry. I’ll make another one for you,’ Aunt Arundhati
tried to console her.
‘What if he takes that one too?’
‘Ok then…I’ll make a few more for you.’

39

‘What if he takes all of them?’
‘No, he won't. I'll make a few for him as well.’
‘But why should you make boats for him?’
‘He seems to be a poor child.’
‘Then…Why can't he make them himself ? He is so big.’
‘May be no one has taught him how to make boats.’
‘Why? Doesn't he go to school? He is so rude.’
Aunt Arundhati just smiled.

What was Aunt Arundhati’s response when Anna complained about the
boy?
‘The boy is so rude.’ Why did Anna say so?
Aunt wanted to make paper boats for the boy too. Do you agree with
her?

40

Good Guidance
In no time a boat was ready and then a few more. Finally,
she gave all the boats to Anna and said, ‘Here, go and have
fun.’
Clutching the boats tightly, Anna started walking hesitantly
towards the stream. The boy was still there. He looked at
her curiously. Anna took out two not-so-good boats and
held them out.
‘Here you are.’ She handed the boats over to the boy without
the trace of a smile. The boy took them and just stood there
quietly. He did not know what to say.

41

A True Friendship

Anna gently launched her boat. Swiftly the boat sailed down the
stream. The boy stood there watching it. A faint smile appeared
on his lips!
Anna looked at the boy through the corner of her eyes. Suddenly
she saw the boat getting caught in a heap of mud and stones.
Water splashed against it and slowly flooded it. In a flash, the
boy jumped into the stream and pulled the boat out of the water.
He gave it to Anna.
She took the boat and smiled. The boy smiled back pleasantly.
Anna gently placed another boat in the stream. It sailed swiftly
and drifted past. Soon it was out of sight.
Anna and the boy looked at each other and smiled.
What made Anna happy?
Why didn’t the boy destroy Anna’s boats?
42

Here’s a poem in which we see a boy making paper boats to float
down the stream.
Read and enjoy the poem.

Paper Boat
Day by day I float my paper boats one
by one down the running stream.
In big black letters I write my name on
them and the name of the village where
I live.
I hope that someone in some strange land
will find them and know who I am.

I load my little boats with shiuli flower from our garden, and
hope that these blooms of the dawn will be carried safely to
land in the night.
I launch my paper boats and look up into the sky and see the
little clouds setting the white bulging sails.
43

I know not what playmate of mine in the sky sends them
down the air to race with my boats!
When night comes I bury my face in my arms and dream
that my paper boats float on and on under the midnight stars.
The fairies of sleep are sailing in them, and
the lading is their baskets full of dreams.
Rabindranath Tagore

Who floats the paper boats down the stream?
What does the boy hope when he floats the boats?
Who sends the clouds to race with the boats?
What are the child's dreams about the paper boats?

44

Activity 1
‘I load my little boats with shiuli flower from our garden...’
The boy says many things about his hopes, wishes, plans and dreams.
Now make sentences about the boy’s dreams and hopes, by matching
the items in the columns meaningfully.

I

float

my face in my arm.

hope

my name on the paper boat.

bury

that someone will see my paper boats.

write

my paper boat in the stream.

Join the items in the columns and write meaningful sentences in the
space below.
1. _______________________________________________
2. _______________________________________________
3. _______________________________________________
4. _______________________________________________
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Activity 2
Read the following sentences. Write the word opposite in meaning to the
word underlined, in the space provided. Complete the puzzle using these
words.
1. Anna is small. But the boy is ____________ .
2. Anna learned ____________ habits from her aunt. She doesn't like bad
habits.
3. Anna's father started for his office at ____________and returned home
at dusk.
4. The boy launched his boats during the day . He dreamt about it at
____________.
5. The boy pulled the boat. Anna became sad. Aunt made boats. Anna
became ____________.
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Activity 3
‘Anna's paper boat sailed through several places and saw many things.’
Read how Anna’s paper boat describes its experiences.
I am a paper boat. Anna's Aunt made me.
One day Anna pushed me into a stream.
I sailed along the stream.
I saw many things.
Flowering plants danced on the shore.
A frog pounced on me.
Thank God! I was not overturned.

Have you had any such experiences while travelling? Write about it.
Keep in mind the following questions when you write.
Where did you go?
When did you go?
Who were with you?
What did you see on the way?
What food did you have?
Which sight did you like the most?
How did you go - by bus or by train?
How was the trip?
_____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
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Activity 4
The Boy’s Diary
Arundhati made boats for the boy. He felt very happy.
He wrote his diary. What would the boy write in his
diary that day?

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Activity 5
Complete the paragraph using the suitable words given in the box.
Anna had an aunt. _________name was Arundhati. One day aunt
Arundhati made paper boats for Anna. Anna played with them.
_________ became very happy. Anna went to the stream and
launched ________ boat. _________moved proudly. A boy came
there. _________ destroyed the boat. Anna stared at him angrily.
_________ looked at each other. Aunt Arundhati went to her and
consoled _________.
he
48

she

it

his

her

they

Activity 6
Read the following dialogues and write suitable exchanges using
‘Why should’ in the given spaces.
I’ll scold the boy.

Why should you scold the boy?

I’ll make two boats for him.

____________________________________________________________________

I’ll grab the boat.

____________________________________________________________________

I’ll take the boat from the stream.

____________________________________________________________________
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Activity 7
My Family
Arundhati is Anna’s aunt. Do you have an aunt? Who else are there
in your family? Complete the family tree.
My Family
Grandfather

Grandmother

Grandfather

Father

My brother

Mother

Myself

Now, write a paragraph about your family.

50

Grandmother

My sister

Activity 8
Read the following passage and fill the table given below.
A Day with Anna
One Sunday morning Anna went to play with her friends Vrinda and
Arun. Aunt Arundhati made some paper boats for them. They walked
towards the pond. Hey! It’s full of water.’ Arun jumped with joy. He put
his paper boat, fishing net, bottle, hook and shirt on the bank and dived
into the pond. Anna and her friends clapped their hands. There were red
fish, frogs, crabs and small tortoise in the pond. Suddenly it started raining.
They ran to Anna’s house.

Name of Objects Action Words

Characters

Animals
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Activity 9
Read the following sentences.
Anna bent a little and launched a paper boat.
A fat boy pounced on one of her boats.
The story ‘Paper Boats’ is a fairy tale.
The fairies of sleep are sailing in the boats.
Look at the underlined words. The word in the second sentence is the
plural of the word in the first sentence. In the first set of sentences, ‘s’ is
added to form the plural. But in the second set, ‘y’ is replaced with ‘ies’ to
form the plural.
Look at the following words and write the plural forms of it. Mention the
letters that you added to form its plural.
Word
tree
parent
child
boy
sky
flower
eye
story
butterfly

52

Plural

Letters added

PROJECT WORK
Look at the pictures given below and read the sentences given along with
them.

A boy is watching the TV.

A girl is staring at the boy.

A boy is peeping through the window.

A girl is gazing at the Taj Mahal.

Many words are used to denote different ways of looking at a thing or a
person.
Some words are given in the box. Select the right words and complete
the word web.
53

touch

look

breathe

watch

view

think

observe

taste

eat

scan

feel

inspect

see

smell

eye

speak

Frame sentences using the words given in the box.
look, see, stare, watch, gaze, peep
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
54

My Words
Make meaningful sentences using the word cards given below. One is
done for you.

The boy jumped into the stream.
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
55

I can
You have read the story and the poem, haven’t you?
Try to remember the events in the story.
Put a tick mark ( ) on the best matching picture. Select the letter of the
picture you have ticked and write it in the box given below. If all the four
answers are right, you will get a meaningful word.
1. Anna stared at the boy.

x

b

c

2. Anna’s boat moved down the stream.

M

N

O

3. The boat was loaded with flowers.

W

G

A

4. Anna and the boy became friends.

R
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Unit 3
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GU
AGE OF BIRDS
LAN
ANGU
GUA
57

Unit at a Glance
The Language of Birds
Prose
The Language of Birds (A Russian folk tale)
Poem
If I could Fly (Kerry Miller Johnson)

Learning Outcomes
By learning this unit, the learner will be able to:
• recognise words such as 'merchant', 'servant', 'nightingale', 'soothe', 'fetch',

'firewood', 'lightning', 'thunderstorm', 'pity', 'predict', 'anchor', 'relieve',
'disappear', 'disaster', etc.
• identify the names of different birds.
• identify adjectives such as 'foggy', 'sunny', 'snowy', 'rainy', 'cloudy' etc.
• identify rhyming words in a poem.
• write simple poems on similar themes and with the same rhyme scheme.
• construct dialogues appropriate to the contexts.
• prepare posters suitable to the theme.
• describe a picture.
• answer simple riddles.
• express his/her own feelings in writing.
• use language items ‘some’ and ‘all’ in appropriate context.
• undertake simple projects.
• engage in origami works following the step by step instructions.
• use the structure ‘I wish I could’ to express the desire to fulfill a wish.
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Follow the instructions and make a bird with a paper.

Take a strip of paper (30 cms x 2.5 cms).

Fold the paper to make a knot.

Draw dotted lines for the beak and feather.

Cut through the dotted lines.

Did you make the bird?
Colour your bird.
Shall we hang the birds on a string and decorate the classroom?
Now, let’s read the story of a boy who is fond of birds.
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A Soothing Song

In Russia, there lived a rich merchant.
He had a servant, a bright and brave boy called Ivan.
The merchant was a cruel man. He made Ivan toil from
dawn to dusk.
Ivan had no time to rest.
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Tired after heavy work, Ivan would lie on his bed.
Then a nightingale would start singing sweet songs to him.
Every night the nightingale used to sing for him. He could
never see the nightingale as it was dark outside. But its
song soothed him to sleep.
‘What a lovely song! How beautifully it sings! But what is
the meaning of its song? I wish I could understand the
language of birds.’ Ivan would think.

Why did Ivan wish to understand the language of birds?
Have you ever listened to the song of a nightingale?
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Little Birdies

One day the merchant sent Ivan to the forest to fetch firewood.
Soon the winds rose, the sky became clouded, the lightning
flashed, the thunder roared loudly, and the rain fell heavily.
Ivan soon ran to the shelter of a large tree. He saw a big nest
on one of its branches.
Four small birds were there in the nest and there was no one
to protect them from the wind and rain. Ivan felt pity to
them. He climbed the tree and covered the little ones with
his clothes.
When the thunderstorm was over, the mother bird came back.
What would the mother bird do?
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The Teaching Bird

‘Thank you, Ivan. You protected my little children from cold
and rain and I wish to do something for you. Tell me what I
can do for you.’
Ivan was surprised to see a talking bird.
Ivan answered; ‘You know our language. Will you teach me
your language, the language of birds?’
‘Stay with me for some days and you shall know it as we do.’
Ivan remained in the forest for a few days.
He learned the language of birds from the mother bird.
Ivan returned home happily.
How many languages do you know?
Do you speak with your pets? How?
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The Secret

That night Ivan was listening to the song of the nightingale.
Now he could understand its meaning. Ivan spoke to the
bird in its language.
‘How did you learn our language?’ Flying towards him, the
nightingale asked.
Ivan told the whole story to the nightingale.
‘I have a secret to tell you,’ the bird said.
‘What is it?’ Ivan asked.
The bird whispered the secret in Ivan's ears.
‘Ivan...,’ the merchant called him.
The nightingale flew away.
What could be the secret told by the nightingale?
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A Strange Prediction

‘Who were you talking to?’ the merchant asked.
‘I was talking to a nightingale.’ Ivan replied.
‘Talking to a nightingale! How can you do that?’
‘I have learned the language of birds.’
The merchant stared at Ivan in disbelief.
‘What were you talking about?’ asked the merchant after a
moment.
Ivan was worried. He spoke in a broken voice.
‘The nightingale said that I would become a king and you
would become my servant!’
Do you think the merchant will like what the bird said?
Will the merchant be angry?
What will he do?
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Into the Deep Sea

The merchant was worried and remained sleepless for weeks.
One night the merchant gave Ivan a drink to make him drowsy.
When Ivan had fallen asleep, the merchant laid him on a
boat.
He spread the white sails, and pushed the boat into the open
sea.

What would happen to Ivan?
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Message from the Cranes

For a long time, the boat moved about on the waves and finally
hit a large ship. The crew on the ship saw Ivan and felt pity for him.
They took him to the ship. Standing on the deck, Ivan looked at
the sky.
High, very high, up in the sky, Ivan saw some cranes.
The cranes were predicting a storm.
He said to the sailors, ‘Be careful; I hear the birds predicting a
storm. Let us enter a harbour or we’ll be in danger.’
‘You silly boy, keep quiet!’ The captain of the ship said.
But Ivan requested him again and again.
Why didn’t the captain listen to Ivan’s words?
Will the storm break out? Why?
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The Storm

At last the captain steered the ship to the shore and anchored it.
Within a short time, a storm broke out. Huge waves rose up to
the sky. The wind roared. They saw huge waves breaking many
ships sailing in the sea.
‘You saved our lives,’ the captain thanked Ivan.
The storm destroyed many ships sailing in the sea. How does a storm affect
a shore?
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Noisy Birds

The king of the country was very much annoyed. Many
crows perched on the windows, walls and roof of the palace
and even on the trees nearby.
No one knew how to get rid of them.
Ivan went to the palace. ‘Your Majesty, I’ll get rid of the
crows.’ Ivan said.
‘If you can do that, you can marry my daughter,’ the king
said.
Ivan asked the servants to open the windows.
He listened to the crows for a while.
Then he went to the king again.
How will Ivan get rid of the crows?
What will the crows say to Ivan?
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Homeless Birds

Ivan bowed before the king and said, ‘Oh, Lord! The crows
are homeless because your men are cutting down the trees
they are living on. They want your men to stop doing it.’
The king ordered his men to stop cutting the trees.
The crows flew away one after another and disappeared.
The king got the princess married to Ivan. Thus Ivan
became the king. He ruled the kingdom wisely.
Birds always warned him about storms and disasters and
Ivan took immediate actions to save his people.
‘Long live King Ivan!’ People praised his wisdom.
What would happen if we cut down the trees?
70

A New Servant

Years passed.
One day an old man came to Ivan’s palace.
Ivan ordered his guards to bring him inside.
The old man in shabby clothes appeared before him.
He was so tired.
‘Dear old man, what can I do for you?’ Ivan asked.
‘Oh Your Majesty! I lost my wife and all my wealth. I find
no way to make a living. I am old and cannot work. Let me
stay here and serve you,’ said the old man.
Ivan appointed him as his servant.
How will the old man serve the king?
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The Nightingale is Back

One night Ivan was resting on his royal bed. He looked out of
the window.
A full moon was rising. Little stars were blinking to greet the moon.
A soft wind carried the fragrance of wild flowers into the room.
From the distant skies Ivan heard the song of a nightingale.
‘It’s my nightingale.’ Ivan stood up and went to the window.
Soon the nightingale came to him and sat on the window sill.
They spoke for a long time.
‘As you said, I became the king. But what happened to the
merchant?’ Ivan asked.
‘Oh Your Majesty! He is in your palace and he is serving you.’
Saying this the nightingale flew away and disappeared into the sky.
‘Your Majesty, supper is ready.’ Ivan looked at the old servant at
his door. He could not believe his eyes. It was his old master!
Did Ivan recognise his old master?
What would Ivan say to his old master?
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You have read the story of Ivan who knows the language of
birds.
Do you like talking to birds? Do you wish to fly like birds?
If you could fly, what would you do?
Let’s read a poem about a child who likes to fly like a bird.

If I could Fly

If I could fly, I would fly so high
Up into the bright blue sky
I’d ride on rainbows and float with the clouds
And give the sun a kiss.
If I had wings like a beautiful bird
I’d soar through the air with the greatest of flair
I’d see all the mountains and trees from above
And the big blue sea.
So fly, fly, up into the sky
And dream, dream that you have two wings
Just close your eyes and imagine your wings
And fly away with me, and fly away with me.
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Now we can fly up into the sky
We just close our eyes and dream for a while
We’ll ride on rainbows and float with the clouds
And give the sun a kiss.
Now let’s fly even higher than the sky
Until we reach the moon
And we’ll fly around the stars that shine bright
In the sky at night.
Kerry Miller Johnson

You have read the poem ‘If I could Fly’.
The child in the poem speaks about her wishes.
What are her wishes? Write them down.
• to

fly so high

•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

Like the child, you may also have many wishes. What are your wishes?
Write them down.
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•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

•

_____________________________

Activity 1

‘Your Majesty, supper is ready.’ Ivan looked at the old servant in front
of him. He could not believe his eyes.
Imagine and write the conversation between Ivan and the old
man.
Ivan

: __________________________________________

Old man : __________________________________________
Ivan

: __________________________________________

Old man : __________________________________________
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Activity 2
When Ivan became the king, he decided to protect the birds. He
understood that the birds became homeless because the people had cut
down the trees. Ivan ordered his people to stop cutting trees and asked
them to paste posters for protecting trees.
Help them design a poster to highlight the need for protecting
trees.

Activity 3
When Ivan opened his eyes he was alone in a boat. He looked
around. He could only see the endless sea around him.
What could be the thoughts of Ivan then?
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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Activity 4
Match the pictures with corresponding words.

cloudy

foggy

rainy

sunny
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Read the following story with the help of the pictures given.

It was a

afternoon. Ivan woke up from his bed after a

sleep. The merchant was not in the house. Ivan walked to the forest.
He reached there and stood under a tree. Two birds were sitting on
a branch. Then the sky became

.

It began to rain.
‘What a

day this is! Today I can't collect firewood.’

He said to himself. As he walked back home, it became
.
Now, write a story of your own. You may use pictures for words
wherever necessary.
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Activity 5
Look at the bird in the picture.
Read and identify the different parts of the bird.
head

eye

wing

beak
torso
tail
leg/foot

Now, colour the bird as per the instructions given below.
• beak

- red

• wings

- blue

• feet - black
• tail

- yellow

• head

- brown

• torso

- green

• eyes - black
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Activity 6
Write down some sentences beginning with ‘all’ or ‘some’. One is
done for you.

All birds have wings.

____________________

____________________

____________________

____________________
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Activity 7
One day the merchant sent Ivan to the forest to fetch firewood.
Soon the wind rose, the sky became clouded, the lightning flashed,
the thunder roared loudly, and the rain fell heavily.

Can you describe the scene in your own words.
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Activity 8
‘I wish I could understand the language of birds.’
This was one of Ivan’s dreams.
Do you have such dreams? Write down your dreams.
1. I wish I could ______________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Activity 9
One lovely night Ivan, the king was walking through his balcony.
There were many stars in the sky. The full moon seemed to smile at
him. He then remembered his friend,the nightingale. Ivan began to
sing a song.
I have a little friend,
She is a lovely nightingale
Her beak is blue and wings are green
She can sing so sweet.
Do you have a pet?
Compile a song about it.
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Activity 10
Who am I?
I can dance well.
My feathers are beautiful.
I have a beautiful crown.
I have large round eyes.
I can see only at night.
My name is a three-letter word.
I am green in colour.
My beak is red.
People like to hear me speak.
I sing sweetly.
I lay eggs in crow’s nests.
I like to eat mango leaves.
I am a domestic bird.
I can swim well.
I have webbed feet.
I am a big bird.
But, I can't fly very high.
I live in Antartica.
I have a long beak.
I can stand on one leg.
You can see me near ponds.
Now, try to make riddles about some other birds you know.
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PROJECT WORK
We all listen to songs. We may or may not like them.
If we like them, we say ‘good’, ‘sweet’, ‘beautiful’, etc. to speak about
them.
Find more such describing words from the story.

Use these words in sentences of your own.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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MyWords
Complete the word diagram with suitable words.

appear

dis

Now, write sentences of your own using the words in the word diagram.
•

The crows flew away and disappeared.

__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
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I can
Read the three main events in the story ‘The Language of Birds’.
1. Ivan works as a servant.
2. Ivan learns the language of birds.
3. Ivan becomes the king.
Given below are some other events in the story. List them under
the main events and write them in the table provided.
• Ivan

serves the merchant.

• The

mother bird teaches Ivan the language of birds.

• ‘Long

Live King Ivan!’ the people shout aloud.

• The

nightingale soothes Ivan to sleep.

• Ivan

predicts the storm.

• Ivan goes to the forest.
• Ivan recognises the merchant.
• Ivan
• An

marries the princess.

old man visits Ivan.

• Ivan

listens to the nightingale’s song.

• Ivan

understands the song of the nightingale.

• The

nightingale comes back.

• Ivan

drives away the crows.

• Ivan

rules the country well.

• The merchant makes Ivan work from dawn to dusk.
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I can
Ivan works as a
servant

Ivan learns the
Ivan becomes the
language of the birds
king
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